
 

 

 

 A Chapter of The American Association of Woodturners 

 Volume 20, Issue 12 The woodturners’ local resource  December 2015  

CLUB INFO 

Northwest Woodturners  
www.northwestwoodturners.com 

Meetings are held at 7:00PM on 
the 1st Thursday of each month 
at The Multnomah Arts Center 
7688 SW Capitol Hwy, 
Portland, OR 97219  

President 
Mike Meredith 
mmeredith23@comcast.net 
503-522-0531 

Vice President 
Bill Giffin 

Secretary 
Jim Schoeffel 

Treasurer 
Roger Crooks 

Directors 
Barbara Hall 
Richard Hall 
Steve Newberry 

Librarians 
Denvy Larson &  
Lynne Hemmert 

Raffle 
Tom Willing 

Supplies 
Roger Crooks 

Newsletter Editor 
Jim Schoeffel 
jschoeffel@aol.com 
503-591-9066 

NWWT Web Site 
Barbara Hall 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

I never get tired of watching Phil Lapp turn wood.  
His technical skill, his imagination, and his insight 
into material and technique are always instructive.  
I’ve learned something from every one of his dem-
onstrations.  Phil will be back this spring to demon-
strate the new Trent Bosch hollowing system.  We 
can all look forward to that demo. 

Since there's no meeting in December, I can take 
the space to bring up a few things that we need to settle as a club.  The long 
and the short of it is that we need more member involvement.  I have the 
easiest job in the room and I'll be happy to do that job for the foreseeable 
future.  However, I know that I will miss at least three, probably four of the 
meetings in 2016.  Not that things will crumble without me, but I need to 
make sure someone will take over my job and see that the club is served.  
There are people without whom the meetings might not go on as they 
should.  Without Roger, the club store doesn't get opened and demos don't 
get projected.  Without Jim the newsletter doesn't get done and the chal-
lenge and show and tell pictures don't get taken.  We need people ready to 
fill in for them when they can't be here.  Lynne Hemmert stepped up and vol-
unteered to be our librarian.  Denvy can take a well-earned break from that 
responsibility, but will be there if Lynne can't get to a meeting to take care of 
the library.  We need that sort of backup for other positions of responsibility 
within the club. 

In January, we need to identify those members willing to take on more re-
sponsibility for the good of the organization.  We need someone to back up 
Roger with the club store.  We need someone to help Jim with photography 
or serve as photographer in his absence.  We need someone to be responsi-
ble for the club's equipment – the lathes, the grinder and the other common 
items we have.  The problem with shared equipment is that shared responsi-
bility becomes no one's responsibility. 

 As good as Tom Willing is at hustling the raffle tickets, we need someone to 
be ready to step in and run the raffles when Tom isn’t present.  On the sub-
ject of the raffle, we need to recognize the consistent supply of donation of 
wood and other items.  Month after month, Tim Small is always there bring-
ing material from his apparently endless supply of wood.  His and all the 
other donated pieces are greatly appreciated. (continued on next page) 

http://www.northwestwoodturners.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

I haven't mentioned filling the menu of officers.  Bill Giffin has persevered under difficult circumstances to 
fill our demonstration schedule.  We managed to arrange classes, under equally difficult circumstances.  
With luck, we will not only have a consistent location for demonstrations but a better classroom to conduct 
classes for the club.  Bill is pushing to finish up scheduling a demonstration he has been working on for 
quite some time.  I think we need someone to formally take over the vice president's job and move our 
scheduling ahead for 2016 and 2017. 

Jerry Harris and Russ Coker continue to renovate Cottage five at the MAC.  I have volunteered my personal 
assistance for the project, but I think we need to discuss participation by the club in helping get that wood-
shop to completion.  I will try to learn more about this project before the January meeting. 

Enjoy the holiday season, make some chips if you can and I will see all of you in January. 

 — Mike  

NOTICE —  ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Election of club Officers and Directors for 2016 was postponed at the December meeting and will take 
place at the January 2016 meeting.  Please plan to attend this important meeting.  In addition to electing 
officers and directors, as Mike said, we need more club members to step up and take responsibility for the 
many things that need to be done for our club to operate and grow.  Think about where you might be able 
to contribute and then make that commitment at the January meeting.  

JANUARY PROGRAM —  TOOL SWAP MEET 
For our January program, we have decided to revive our annual member tool swap meet.  This is a great 
opportunity to add to your collection of “absolutely necessary” tools.  Also, timing is perfect to make room 
in your shop for those new Holiday gifts you received (or bought for yourself).  Note, all sales are directly 
between individuals; NWWT only provides the facility.  

NOTICE —  NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 

To You and YoursTo You and Yours  
Happy Holidays & Best WishesHappy Holidays & Best Wishes  

for afor a  
Healthy, Happy, and Prosperous 2016!Healthy, Happy, and Prosperous 2016! 
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NWWT MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Our new website is specifically designed for clubs like ours.  One big advantage is that it lets us offer our 
members an anniversary renewal date vs. an annual renewal date that we have now.  Anniversary means 
that your membership is good for 12 months from the time you pay your dues. 

You can check your renewal date by logging in to the NWWT website and checking your profile.  The web-
site will automatically send you an e-mail 30 days before your membership expires advising you to renew 
your membership. 

How to Pay 

1.  It is easiest for me if you pay on the website with PayPal (you don’t need a PayPal account to do this).  
This way everything is automatic and all I need to do is make your card. 

2.  Pay by check, credit card or cash at the meeting, or mail a check to NWWT.  This year,  I will ask you to 
verify your information by filling out a short form.  This makes it a more manual process for me but OK. 

One possible issue with this change is that your current membership card expires Dec 31, 2015.  The new 
membership cards will now have your anniversary date.  For those with a renewal date throughout the 
year, your current membership card will not be usable for discounts at your favorite woodworking store.  If 
this is an issue for you, you have two options: 

1.  Renew in January. 

2.  Send me an e-mail with your address and renewal date and I will send you a new card for the remainder 
of your current membership. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.   — Roger Crooks 

MONTHLY WOOD RAFFLE  

Another great collection of wood for the wood raffle was 
available at the November meeting.  

THANK OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS 

Here’s a suggestion:  When you get home from purchasing a treasured item from one of our business part-
ners who gave you a discount because you are a member of NWWT, take a moment and contact them via 
their web site or an e-mail and thank them for supporting NWWT. 
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NOVEMBER DEMO BY PHIL LAPP  

Phil Lapp treated us to another great demo, showing his techniques and 
sharing his tips learned over the many years he has been turning plain 
(sometimes ugly) chunks of wood into beautiful pieces.  This time he demon-
strated how he turns a piece of crotch wood into a winged bowl with the 
bowl suspended by the tips of the wings.  The first challenge is to select an 
appropriate piece of wood.  Not only must it have three branches, but they 
must all be curved enough so the bottom of the bowl will not touch the sur-
face of the table the piece is set on.  If there is 
not enough curvature, the bowl will teeter on 
its bottom (as shown in photo at right).  

Mounting the crotch on the lathe between centers requires some careful 
positioning, too, so the plane formed by the tips of the branches is perpen-
dicular to the lathe axis.  Phil mounts the crotch on the lathe with what will 
become the bottom of the bowl toward the tailstock, begins shaping the 
bottoms of the branches and the bottom of the bowl, but leaves a tenon on 
it for a chuck.  Next, the piece is removed from between centers, a chuck 
installed on the lathe, and the piece mounted in the chuck.  The tops of the 
branches and the bowl are then shaped and the bowl hollowed out.  The 
piece is removed from the chuck and turned around so the bottom of the 

bowl can be completed.  To hold the piece, a 
short dowel, sized to fit the opening in the 
bowl and long enough to reach the bottom, is clamped in the chuck and the 
bowl is placed over it.  Then the tailstock is brought up to center the piece 
and press it against the dowel.  The tenon on the bottom of the bowl is re-
moved and the final shaping of the bowl bottom completed.  As when turn-
ing any winged pieces, you are turning a lot of air, so light cuts and great care 
are mandatory.  A video of this demo is available for purchase from the 
NWWT Company Store.  

Phil Lapp 

Crotch Bowl 
Madrone 
 3” dia. x 1-1/2” high 
 Wings 5-1/2” x 12” 
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NOVEMBER CHALLENGE —  HOLIDAY PIECES 

 Editor’s Note:  The Happy Gnome (courtesy of Bruce Jackson) is included in the pictures to give a sense 
of size.  His head (a golf ball) is about 1.7” (43 mm) in diameter and he is about 3.2” (81 mm) tall. 

Birdhouse Ornaments 
Maple & Walnut 
 4-1/4” dia. x 9-3/4” tall (left) 
 3-1/4” dia. x 6-1/2” tall (right) 

Bill Giffin 

Jim Moore 
Bottle Stoppers (from left) 
 1-3/4” dia. x 3” tall plus cork 
 1-3/4” dia. x 3” tall plus cork 
 1-1/4” dia. x 2-1/2” tall plus cork 
 1-1/2” dia. x 1-1/2” tall plus cork 

Roger Crooks 

Molly Winton-inspired Hollow Forms 
 1-1/2” dia. x 4-3/4” high (from left) 
 1-3/4” dia. x 3-3/4” high 
 2” dia. x 3” high 
 1-3/4” dia. x 3-3/4” high 
 1-3/4” dia. x 3-3/4” high 
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NOVEMBER SHOW-n-TELL 

Editor’s Note:  The Happy Gnome (courtesy of Bruce Jackson) is included in the pictures to give a sense 
of size.  His head (a golf ball) is about 1.7” (43 mm) in diameter and he is about 3.2” (81 mm) tall. 

“Urchin” Hollow Form 
Inspired by Graham Priddle 
 6” dia. x 3-1/2” high 

Hamilton Byerly 

Horse Chestnut Bowl 
 8-1/4” dia x 5-3/4” high 

Jim Diamond 

Roy Ackley 

Vase 
 4” dia. x 12-3/4” tall 
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NOVEMBER SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED) 

 

Roger Crooks 

3-1/2” dia. x 2” high Ring Holders  4” sq. x 1-5/8” high 

Maple Burl Bowl 
 7” dia. x 3-1/2” high 

Bill Giffin 

Maple & Walnut Sphere 
 3-1/2” dia. on 
 3-3/4” high Pedestal 
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NOVEMBER SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED) 

 

Bill Giffin 

Iron Wood Pens 
 Rollerball and Fountain Pen 

Birch Bowl 
 11” dia. x 3-3/4” high 

Walnut Bowl 
 7-1/4” dia. x 3-1/4” high 

Miguel Hernandez 

Chestnut Bowl 
 9-1/4” dia. x 3” high 



 

 

 

Page 9 Volume 20, Issue 12 

Other Woodturner Clubs 2015-16 Meetings and Programs 

Please visit the individual club websites to verify the information presented below. 

Cascade Woodturners (Portland, OR) (www.cascadewoodturners.com)  
3rd Thursday, 6:45 PM at the  Willamette Carpenters Training Center,  
4222 NE 158th Ave., Portland, OR 97230 

December 17:  No Meeting 
January 21:  David Williams 

Willamette Valley Woodturners (Salem, OR) (www.willamettevalleywoodturners.com)  
2nd Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Salem Center 50+, 2615 Portland Rd, NE Salem, OR 97303 

December 10:  Gadgets & Gismos! 
January 7:  TBA 

Beaver State Woodturners (Eugene, OR) (www.beaverstatewoodturners.com)  
4th Thursday, 6:00 PM at the Woodcraft Store, 1052 Green Acres Rd, Eugene, OR 97408 

December 17:  Randal Dale (Laminated Genie Vase from scrap hardwood flooring [NOTE SPECIAL DATE] 
January 28:  TBA 

Southwest Washington Woodturners (Vancouver, WA) (www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com) 
4th Wednesday, 7:00 PM at The Friends of the Carpenter’s Center, 1600 West 20th St, Vancouver, WA 

December 23:  No Meeting 
January 27:  TBA 

Woodturners of Olympia (Olympia, WA) (www.woodturnersofolympia.org)  
4th Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Thurston County Fairgrounds, Carpenter Road SE, Lacey, WA 

December 19:  Annual Holiday Party [NOTE SPECIAL DATE] 
January 28:  TBA 

http://www.cascadewoodturners.com
http://www.willamettevalleywoodturners.com
http://www.beaverstatewoodturners.com
http://www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org
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NORTHWEST WOODTURNERS MEETING SCHEDULE AND PROGRAMS  

1st Thursday at 7:00 PM 
The Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 

2015 Program Challenge 

Thursday, December 3 Happy Holidays (NO MEETING ) Survive the Holidays! 

2016 Program Challenge 

Thursday, January 7 Annual Tool Swap Meet none 

Thursday, February 4 Dale Larson Segmented Pieces 

Thursday, March 3 Terry Garros Multi-Axis Pieces 

Thursday, April 7 Station demo night Eggs 

Thursday, May 5 TBA Two-of-a-Kind (Matching Pieces) 

Thursday, June 2 Steve Newberry (Ladles) Hollow Forms 

Thursday, July 7 TBA Reassembled Bowls 

Thursday, August 4 TBA none 

Thursday, September 1 TBA Winged Bowls 

Thursday, October 6 TBA Carved or Textured Pieces 

Thursday, November 3 TBA Holiday Pieces 

 

NOTE:  Sign says 
“Multnomah Center” 

Multnomah Arts Center 
7688 SW Capitol Hwy 
Portland, OR 97219 

MAP TO THE MULTNOMAH ARTS CENTER 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 
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LOCAL WOODWORKING STORE DECEMBER 2015 FREE DEMOS 

Date Demo Location Time 

12/05 General Mortise & Tenon Jig Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

12/05 No demo Woodcraft, Tigard  

12/05 Woodcarving by Jim Tharp Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

12/12 Getting the Most Out of Your Router Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

12/12 No demo Woodcraft, Tigard  

12/12 Woodcuts of Wildlife by Debby Neely Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

12/19 Earlex Spray Station & Zar Finishes Rockler, Beaverton 11:00 AM 

12/19 No demo Woodcraft, Tigard  

12/19 Pyrography by Shirley Malar, and Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

12/26 No demo Rockler, Beaverton  

12/26 No demo Woodcraft, Tigard  

12/26 
Wood Burning and Wood Sculpture by Mercedes 
McCreight 

Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Many other fine classes and demos are available from these local stores: 
Rockler, Beaverton, 503-672-7266, http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/or/portland-store  
Woodcraft, Tigard, 503-684-1428, http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=312 
Woodcrafters, Portland, 503-231-0226, http://www.woodcrafters.us/  

FOR SALE 

GRIZZLY 24" Drum Sander G1066 — Priced at $750 (Includes new roll of sand paper) 
Main motor:  5HP, 220V, single phase, 3450 RPM 
Feed motor:  ¼ HP, 220V, single phase, 1720 RPM 
Drum speed:  2800 FPM 
Feed rate:  11 FPM 
Drum diameter:  6” 
Sandpaper:  6”W x 95½ “L 
Maximum sanding width:  23½” 
Maximum sanding thickness:  4¼” 
Minimum stock:  1/8” x 9” 
Weight:  389 lbs. 
Contact North Woods at 503-357-9953  
        or service@nwfiguredwoods.com 

http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/or/portland-store
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=312
http://www.woodcrafters.us/
mailto:service@nwfiguredwoods.com
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FREE VINTAGE LATHE 

Dick Renken is offering for free to a good home his 1937 Boice-Crane #1700 
GAP-BED lathe.  It has an, 11" swing, and a 40" spindle capacity.  There are 
more accessories than shown in the pictures.  If interested, contact Dick at 
503-590-8008(H) or 503-805-9641(C). 
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OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS 

 

We encourage our Northwest Woodturners mem-
bers to visit these business partners to find the many 
great products they carry and to stock up on the 
necessary items for your wood turning needs. 

Be sure to remind the sales clerk that you are a 
member of Northwest Woodturners!  Our business 
partners provide NWWT with generous gifts based 
on member purchases. 

Don’t miss out!   
15% off with WOODTURNERS coupon code 

expires Dec 31, 2015 
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P.O. Box1157 

Lake Oswego OR 97035 

 

 

Membership has benefits!  Show your NWWT Membership Card to receive a discount off your purchase at  
Gilmer Wood,  Rockler, Woodcraft, Woodcrafters, North Woods, and Crosscut Hardwoods. 

EDITOR’S NOTES  

All Newsletters can be accessed from the NWWT website www.northwestwoodturners.com.  If you do not 
have internet access, provide me with your mailing address and newsletters will be sent via USPS. 

If you do not receive a courtesy email from me by the beginning of the month indicating that a new news-
letter is available on line, please send me your current email address. 

Submissions to the newsletter are due by the 20th of the month.  Articles, tips, web links, classified ads, or 
other woodturning-related items are welcome. 
 Jim Schoeffel 
 503-591-9066 
 jschoeffel@aol.com 

For other business inquiries contact Northwest Woodturners at: 
 Northwest Woodturners, P.O Box 1157, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 

http://www.northwestwoodturners.com

