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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

CLUB INFO

I have seen the SawStop® demonstration a hundred times…….easily 100 times. I always marvel at
the process. It’s different when the bang occurs
right under your hands. I heard the noise, saw the
blade go down, more or less. I’m trying to figure
out how I got cut. No bone, no blood so all is well it
seems except I am out $70 for a new cartridge and
whatever a new 10” blade costs me. Then I realize
that I had touched the blade with a tape measure, a metal tape measure, I
am holding in my hand. An object demonstration of conductivity. Oh well,
stupidity should be its own punishment. I did wind up with blood on the saw,
but that was only because I couldn’t figure out how to get the blade out.

Northwest Woodturners

Our thanks to Christian Burchard. His demos and class were outstanding successes. We can look forward to more of his insightful instruction in 2017. He
has agreed to participate in the 2017 Oregon Woodturning Symposium, adding an additional artistic flair and Oregon flavor to the next event. Already,
the 2017 version of the OWS is looking to be a really good few days of woodturning.

Secretary
Jim Schoeffel

You will notice that the MAC center auditorium is undergoing renovation.
When completed it will be a much better space for our uses. The upgrades
will include improved lighting and a more useful sound system. Considering
the demographics of the club, better lighting and sound can only be a benefit. We may or may not be able to meet in the auditorium this month. The
alternative is the dance room just around the corner. I am not sure which
space we will be using but we will check this week. Either will be fine for our
meeting.
The other renovations are in Cottage 5. Jerry Harris and Russ Coker have
taken on upgrading the space to a true woodshop. I have volunteered my
help and support since the project benefits us significantly. I asked Jerry to
send me a list of stuff needed for the room and what I can do to help with
construction. I didn’t volunteer NWWT as an organization. Perhaps we
should do that –provide labor and/or money to help the project along. If you
are interested, give Jerry a call at 503-577-6909 to see what you can do to
help.
(continued on next page)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)
This month, Jim Hall will share his secrets for a new ornament he has been making. Jim’s demos are always
interesting and a great source of tips. A good turner does things without thinking, and as a result often
without explaining to the audience what is being done. Jim is better about letting us know what is going on
than most demonstrators. Unfortunately, I will miss the meeting since I have to be in Seattle bright and
early on Friday. I’m counting on the DVD, Roger.
— Mike

NOTICE — CLUB ELECTIONS COMING UP
Election of club Officers and Directors for 2016 is approaching. Nominations will be accepted at our October meeting, and election will take place at our November meeting. Please plan to attend these important
meetings.

OCTOBER PROGRAM — JIM HALL
Jim Hall will be our presenter at the October meeting and will demonstrate turning ornaments. Jim is an
accomplished and versatile wood artist. He was a founding member of the Cascade Woodturners Association 25 years ago, and has been a member of NWWT for many years. His work includes Bin Pho-inspired
thin-walled, pierced and air brushed pieces, intricately carved hollow forms, and rosettes and turned boxes
made and embellished using a rose engine lathe. He continually explores new techniques and methods to
challenge and add to his skills producing imaginative and excellently executed work. He graciously shares
his knowledge and experience with anyone showing an interest, and will, no doubt, provide us with an informative demonstration.

SALE OF BOB MACH’S SHOP
It is time to clean out Bob Mach's shop. On Friday, Oct 2, Dale Larson will lead a crew over to Bob's house
to organize the wood and tools. If you want to help, please let Dale know (503-661-7793, or woodbowl@frontier.com).
The sale of Bob’s tools, wood, and supplies will be on Saturday, October 3 starting at 8:30 AM. It will include two power tools (a nice looking bandsaw and a table top drill press), many hand turning tools, wood
and lots of pen making materials. It may also include other materials discovered during the archeological
dig in the shop
Bob’s shop is at 3815 SE Douglas Ct, Troutdale, just off Troutdale road.

LOST & FOUND
After Christian Burchard’s all-day class on Saturday, October 5, we found a stainless steel travel mug. If it’s
yours, contact Roger Crooks (nwwt.rogercrooks@comcast.net or 503-616-0923) to arrange retrieval.
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CHRISTIAN BURCHARD DEMOS AND CLASS
Last month we were extremely fortunate to have Christian
Burchard share his techniques, talent and many years of experience turning his signature madrone hollow forms and
spheres. His demo at our regular meeting and at the all-day
demo on Friday (attended by more than 20) provided information and inspiration to all. There were eight students in
the all-day class on Saturday (Dan Baker, Skip Burke, Cyndy
Clarke, Brian Harte, Bill Karrow, Steve Newberry, Jake Rockwood, Alan Stratton), and I am sure they all greatly appreciated Christian’s truly hands-on assistance and advice.
One of the thin-walled hollow form shapes that Christian
Examples of Christians work
turns from wet madrone burl he calls “baskets”. With a wall
thickness of only about 1/16”, these pieces distort into very interesting and unique shapes as they dry. Drying can be done slowly at
ambient temperature and humidity, or can be accelerated by microwaving the piece on high for one minute, letting it cool and then
microwaving it again. When using the microwave drying method, it
is recommended that the rim of the piece be wrapped in tape
(packaging tape works well) for the first microwave cycle. It is imCross-section of a “basket” showing
portant to achieve uniform wall thickness to avoid cracking during
thin, uniform wall thickness
the drying process. To enhance the visual
effect of distortion, he often turns a series
of shallow vee-grooves around the piece
before he hollows it. These are, of course,
parallel when turned, but will move with
the wood as it dries. An interesting effect
with madrone when it comes out of the
microwave oven is that it makes snap,
As turned,
Drying
Dry, distorted basket
crackle and pop sounds as the cells rupture
wet basket in Microwave
to release moisture.
Madrone burl is expensive so he uses a glue block to attach it to a faceplate. Glue blocks should be cross
grain and wet wood. Super glue works very well on wet wood and will hold the blank securely as long as
the two mating surfaces are flat. For thinwalled pieces, approximately 1/16” in his case,
and with wet wood, it is important to hollow in
stages, hollowing only a short depth to final
thickness, and then another short depth, and so
on until the bottom depth has been reached.
This is necessary because the thinned areas will
lose moisture during turning and distort. He frequently checks wall thickness using a light source
to reveal thickness variations.

Page 4

Volume 20, Issue 10

CHRISTIAN BURCHARD DEMOS AND CLASS (CONTINUED)
Christian also showed how to turn spheres using a three axis method, and then how
to offset them to add interesting decorations. He first turns an end-grain blank into a
cylinder between centers. The blank length should be about 50% longer then the diameter of the sphere. He then locates the center of the blank, marks a line all the
way around it and labels it #1, and then marks lines on each side of this line positioned half the diameter away from it. He then turns this section of the blank to a
rough sphere, being careful to leave line #1. To hold the sphere for the remainder of
the turning, he uses a cup chuck made from an end grain blank screwed onto a faceplate. The diameter of the cup is about half the diameter the sphere and the depth
of the cup must be enough so the sphere only touches the rim. The rim is rounded
over to minimize the possibility of creating a mark on the surface of the sphere.
The rough-shaped sphere is placed against the rim of the cup chuck with the original axis perpendicular to
the lathe axis, and held in place by pressure from a flat-faced revolving center in the tail stock. He refines
the shape of the sphere, being careful to leave pencil line #1 on the surface, and then draws a new pencil
line around the center of the sphere and labels it #2. He removes the sphere from the lathe, rotates it 90°
so the lathe axis goes through the intersections of lines #1 and #2, and again, refines the shape of the
sphere being careful to not remove either of the two lines. He marks a new line (#3) at the center of the
sphere, repositions the sphere on the original axis (the one perpendicular to line #1), refines the shape, repositions the sphere so the axis is perpendicular to line #2, refines the shape, repositions the sphere so the
axis is perpendicular to line #3, and repeats this process until the sphere is actually a sphere.
To add decorations, he removes all but one of the screws holding the cup chuck on the faceplate, pivots it
slightly, and reattaches it (in new holes) with the removed screws. Using sharp tools and very light cuts, he
cuts a few grooves, or patterns of grooves, in the
surface of the sphere. Then, he rotates the sphere
in the offset cup chuck, cuts more grooves, and repeats this process until the surface is decorated as
desired. Needless to say, he makes all this look
easy!
The All-Day Demo, Friday, Sept 4, 2015
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CHRISTIAN BURCHARD DEMOS AND CLASS (CONTINUED)
The All-Day Class, Saturday, Sept 5, 2015
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SEPTEMBER CHALLENGE — WINGED BOWLS
Editor’s Note: The Happy Gnome (courtesy of Bruce Jackson) is included in the pictures to give a sense
of size. His head (a golf ball) is about 1.7” (43 mm) in diameter and he is about 3.2” (81 mm) tall.

Chasllenge Winner
Miguel Hernandez
Photinia
7” x 2-1/2” x 3” high

Laburnum
Bowl: 2-1/2” dia. x 3-1/2” deep”
Finial: 6” tall
Wings: 4-1/2” x 9”

Dan Baker

Maple Burl
Bowl: 6-1/2” dia. x 4” deep”
Wings: 11-1/2” x 6-7/8”
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SEPTEMBER SHOW-n-TELL
Editor’s Note: The Happy Gnome (courtesy of Bruce Jackson) is included in the pictures to give a sense
of size. His head (a golf ball) is about 1.7” (43 mm) in diameter and he is about 3.2” (81 mm) tall.

Mike Webb

Ambrosia Burl
7” dia. x 1-3/4” high

2-3/8” long Barrel
~6” overall length

Huascayan (?) Wood with
crushed Turquoise inlay
10-1/2” dia. x 2” high
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SEPTEMBER SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED)
Bruce Jackson
Travel Mugss:
Black Walnut
2 Oak

Black Walnut
12” dia. x 5-3/8” deep”
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SEPTEMBER SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED)
Roger Crooks

Maple Hollow Form
7-1/2” dia. x 2-3/4” high
With 2” Finial

Jim Schoeffel
Marblewood Salt & Pepper Mill Set
2-5/8” dia. x 8-3/8” tall
Stained Ash Coaster
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SEPTEMBER SHOW-n-TELL (CONTINUED)
Antique Oak(?) Bread Bowl — brought from
the East Coast to the Northwest in the 1890’s
17-1/4” dia. x 5-1/4” deep”
Brought to Show-n-Tell by Jake Rockwell

FOR SALE
GRIZZLY 24" Drum Sander G1066 — Priced at $750 (Includes new roll of sand paper)
Main motor: 5HP, 220V, single phase, 3450 RPM
Feed motor: ¼ HP, 220V, single phase, 1720 RPM
Drum speed: 2800 FPM
Feed rate: 11 FPM
Drum diameter: 6”
Sandpaper: 6”W x 95½ “L
Maximum sanding width: 23½”
Maximum sanding thickness: 4¼”
Minimum stock: 1/8” x 9”
Weight: 389 lbs.
Contact North Woods at 503-357-9953
or service@nwfiguredwoods.com
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Other Woodturner Clubs 2015 Meetings and Programs
Please visit the individual club websites to verify the information presented below.
Cascade Woodturners (Portland, OR) (www.cascadewoodturners.com)
3rd Thursday, 6:45 PM at the Willamette Carpenters Training Center,
4222 NE 158th Ave., Portland, OR 97230
September 24: Molly Winton [NOTE SPECIAL DATE]
September 25: All-day demo with Molly Winton
September 26: All-day class with Molly Winton
October 15: Auction
November 19: Lloyd Dewerff
Willamette Valley Woodturners (Salem, OR) (www.willamettevalleywoodturners.com)
2nd Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Salem Center 50+, 2615 Portland Rd, NE Salem, OR 97303
October 8: Dale Larson (Turning a Bowl)
November 12: Annual Auction
Beaver State Woodturners (Eugene, OR) (www.beaverstatewoodturners.com)
4th Thursday, 6:00 PM at the Woodcraft Store, 1052 Green Acres Rd, Eugene, OR 97408
October 22: Tom Borener (Spindle Projects)
November 19: Rick Mower (Bowl Coring)
Southwest Washington Woodturners (Vancouver, WA) (www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com)
4th Wednesday, 7:00 PM at The Friends of the Carpenter’s Center, 1600 West 20th St, Vancouver, WA
October 28: Steve Newberry (A Dipper)
November 25: Christmas Ornament Workshop
Woodturners of Olympia (Olympia, WA) (www.woodturnersofolympia.org)
4th Thursday, 6:30 PM at the Thurston County Fairgrounds, Carpenter Road SE, Lacey, WA
September 24: Fifty Nifty Shop Tips
October 22: TBA
November 26: Thanksgiving

UPCOMING 2015 SYMPOSIA
2015 Expressions in Wood Exposition
October, 2015
Eau Claire, WI
Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild
October 9th-11th, 2015
Higher Ground Conference Center, Harrison, IN

FOR SALE
Sears, 8-Speed Floor Drill Press — Priced at $75
Dale Larson has upgraded to a heavier duty drill press and is selling his used 8 speed Sears floor model. It
works well, and is in good condition. Call Dale at 503-661-7793.
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NORTHWEST WOODTURNERS MEETING SCHEDULE AND PROGRAMS
1st Thursday at 7:00 PM
The Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219
2015

Program

Challenge

Thursday, October 1

Jim Hall (Ornaments)

Carved or Textured Pieces

Thursday, November 5

TBA

Holiday Pieces

Thursday, December 3

TBA

TBA

2016

Program

Challenge

Thursday, January 7

TBA

none

Thursday, February 4

Dale Larson (TBA)

Segmented Pieces

Thursday, March 3

TBA

Multi-Axis Pieces

Thursday, April 7

TBA

Eggs

Thursday, May 5

TBA

Two-of-a-Kind (Matching Pieces)

Thursday, June 2

TBA

Hollow Forms

Thursday, July 7

TBA

Reassembled Bowls

Thursday, August 4

TBA

none

Thursday, September 1

TBA

Winged Bowls

MAP TO THE MULTNOMAH ARTS CENTER

Multnomah Arts Center
7688 SW Capitol Hwy
Portland, OR 97219

7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219

NOTE: Sign says
“Multnomah Center”
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LOCAL WOODWORKING STORE OCTOBER 2015 FREE DEMOS
Date Demo

Location

Time

10/03 Knife Making

Rockler, Beaverton

11:00 AM

10/03 What’s New at Woodcraft

Woodcraft, Tigard

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

10/03 Woodcarving by Jim Tharp

Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

10/10 Nova Lathe Pen Turning

Rockler, Beaverton

11:00 AM

10/10 What’s New at Woodcraft

Woodcraft, Tigard

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

10/10

Pyrography by Shirley Malar, and
Wood Turning by Scott Trumbo

10/17 Steam Bending Kit

Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Rockler, Beaverton

10/17 “Black Dog Salvage” Repurposed Door Shelf (Part 2) Woodcraft, Tigard

11:00 AM
1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

10/17 Relief Carving by Debby Neely

Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

10/24 CNC Shark Full Spectrum Laser

Rockler, Beaverton

11:00 AM

10/24 Woodcraft Wood Show

Woodcraft, Tigard

9:00 AM – 6:00 PM

10/24 Wood Turning by Fred Kline

Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

10/31 Cribbage Board

Rockler, Beaverton

11:00 AM

10/31 Cabinet Building Basics

Woodcraft, Tigard

1:00 PM – 2:00 PM

10/31 TBA

Woodcrafters, Portland 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Many other fine classes and demos are available from these local stores:
Rockler, Beaverton, 503-672-7266, http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/or/portland-store
Woodcraft, Tigard, 503-684-1428, http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=312
Woodcrafters, Portland, 503-231-0226, http://www.woodcrafters.us/
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North Woods Figured Woods
Autumn Open House and Sale
Saturday, October 17, 9-5
Sunday, October 18, 11-5
North Woods invites all NWWT members to
come visit our warehouse for our annual Autumn open house and sale. You'll find deals,
new unadvertised stock and even a clearance
table! We'll have Claro & Bastogne Walnut,
Madrone burl, Ambrosia Maple, Quilted Maple, Extreme Spalted Maple and some new stabilized items.
We’ll have wood turning demonstrations, refreshments, and a Plum Hill Winery tasting.
Also, meet "Lucille", the fifteen hundred pound
poodle burl totem pole, and see the largest
selection of figured wood West of the Rockies.
Family friendly! Directions here http://
www.nwfiguredwoods.com/contact-us.php
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OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS
We encourage our Northwest Woodturners members to visit these business partners to find the many
great products they carry and to stock up on the
necessary items for your wood turning needs.
Be sure to remind the sales clerk that you are a
member of Northwest Woodturners! Our business
partners provide NWWT with generous gifts based
on member purchases.
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EDITOR’S NOTES
All Newsletters can be accessed from the NWWT website www.northwestwoodturners.com. If you do not
have internet access, provide me with your mailing address and newsletters will be sent via USPS.
If you do not receive a courtesy email from me by the beginning of the month indicating that a new newsletter is available on line, please send me your current email address.
Submissions to the newsletter are due by the 20th of the month. Articles, tips, web links, classified ads, or
other woodturning-related items are welcome.
Jim Schoeffel
503-591-9066
jschoeffel@aol.com
For other business inquiries contact Northwest Woodturners at:
Northwest Woodturners, P.O Box 1157, Lake Oswego, OR 97035

Membership has benefits! Show your NWWT Membership Card to receive a discount off your purchase at
Gilmer Wood, Rockler, Woodcraft, Woodcrafters, North Woods, and Crosscut Hardwoods.

P.O. Box1157
Lake Oswego OR 97035

