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Q UICK  U PDATES 

You are in for an interesting and exciting evening.  How many of you have given up on a good 

piece of wood  because of serious flaws you see in it?  Learn how to resurrect that 
hunk of wood and change it into something special.  

Phil Lapp will be doing an interactive presentation.  All members are invited to bring a piece 
of wood that you  really want to turn; but have decided it is not possible because of some 
problem within the wood ...  Does it have a saw cut down the middle?  Are their cracks or 
splits ? Are there knots or knot holes?  Is there spalting or punky sections?  Phil will check 
each piece of wood and explain how to make the piece into an interesting turning.  After this 
lively discussion, he will choose one of the pieces and turn it for all the members to see how 
to overcome these problems.  Phil uses multi centers, and all sorts of interesting tricks to res-
cue a fine piece of wood and create an interesting turning from one that seems impossible. 

Phil requests that you not bring fully prepared blanks; but rather choose an interesting and 
challenging piece au natural; the only requirement is that it will fit on the lathe. 

He will not have time to turn all our pieces of challenging wood; but  look at the one piece he 
makes into something wonderful.  Examine it  before and check it out after.   Then lets look 
at our pieces of wood and think about the ways we can transform them, using the ôPhil Tech-
niqueõ and the many ideas he gives us on really seeing our wood pieces.   

"""Our hearts go out to the people Our hearts go out to the people Our hearts go out to the people 
of Japan in this time of unspeak-of Japan in this time of unspeak-of Japan in this time of unspeak-
aaabbbllleee   tttrrraaagggeeedddyyy   aaannnddd   sssuuuffffffeeerrriiinnnggg...      TTThhheeeyyy   
will remain in our thoughts as the will remain in our thoughts as the will remain in our thoughts as the 
aftermath of the massive quake aftermath of the massive quake aftermath of the massive quake 
continues to unfold."continues to unfold."continues to unfold."   

Sierra Club Currents 
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H ALLOWED  HALLS  é ONE  OF MANY  é TOM  R EIMAN  

Tomõs shop is always a very busy 
place with lots of things going on at 
once. 

The shop is warm, spacious, and 
inviting. Tom has been most gener-
ous in letting us enjoy classes with 
some of the fine turners in his 
shop.  These pictures are  from 
when the Battys were there. 

Tom is extraordinarily helpful.  He 
finds stuff you need before you 
know that you need it! 

More shop work!   

During the past years we have been 
so fortunate to be able to come to 
Tomõs shop to work and learn. 

We also want to thank him for mak-
ing ChemWest  available for our 
meetings.  We have had lots of good 
times, learned all sorts of valuable  
ways to make our turnings better 
and had the pleasure of chatting with 
old friends and making new ones. 

Thanks Tom , we appreciate your 
generosity. 

Lunch time is always enjoyable; 
and the break we look forward 
to ... Sitting in the sun and relax-
ing with friends. 

Hear the latest news, check up on 
events and visit.  With the Battys  
learn new stuff and get your ques-
tions answered. 

Lunch is  an enjoyable time; but 
the delicious home made soup is 
what makes it really special. 
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We thoroughly enjoyed Mikeõs outstanding demo.  He went over the basics of chasing 

threads and told us how to select our woods for hand chasing. He gave us a list of wood that 
work well for hand chasing. He showed us how to get around wood that doesn't thread 
well é which will surely save us some time spent on experimentation and the potential 
loss of an elegant box.  

An added bonus, Mike  showed us tools and tech-
niques for both male and female threads as well as left 
handed threads.   In addition to a lathe, weõll need a 
threading jig. Two popular models on the market are 
the Klein Threading Jig (bonnieklein.com) and the 
Baxter Thread Master that Mike demonstrated.  Mike 
also showed us how to do hand threads if we donõt 
want to invest in the threading jigs.  This entails pur-
chasing a set of thread chasers.  Chasing threads not 
only takes a lot of practice, but require a great deal of patience as well - for most of us.   

O UR  MARCH  DEMONSTRATOR  é MIKE  M EREDITH  

Hollow  lid 

Use parting tool  separate lid from base 

Added top, taped seam, shaped 
outside ends 

Hollow base - fit lid Sanded inside  ôforeverõ 

T URNER  TIPS BY  JOE ESCRIVA   
Thought I would sent along a tip that maybe some of our members might be able to use. 

 A lot of us have a remote switch on our dust collector, and like myself set the control 
switch down, and can't locate it when needed, or drop it, step on it, or unintentionally 
miss treat it. Note the band aid on mine, yea, I knocked it off the counter.  So to save my 
self any more problems I put Velcro on the back of the switch, on my lathe and on my 
band saw. Now if I can only remember where I last used it. :-) 

Sanded, sanded, sanded. Finished 
with beeswax. Parted off 

Finished  
Walnut box  

Form cylinder, add 1/8  tenons 

Apply wax to inside Applied wax to inside 

Peter Brown graciously  gave  permission to show 
our members a refresher course in pictures to turn a 
friction fit box.  

Now we have a choice, threading our boxes or turn-
ing a friction fit box.  Listen for the familiar pop!  

FRICTION  FIT  B OX  é PETER B ROWN  (K LUDGE )  Woodmangler.blogspot.com 


