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Q UICK  UPDATES 

I was in Seattle last Friday, Saturday, and Sunday demonstrating at 
the event celebrating the opening of the expanded Woodcraft 
store.  If you have a chance, itõs worth the time to see it. Ron and 
Michelle Hall have expanded to more than twice the original size, 
including a fabulous new classroom. Over the three days I got to 
see the Sawstop hot dog demonstration numerous times. Itõs al-
ways amazing. I did see an interesting tool of sorts. Jack Wayne, 
who has been here to demonstrate in the last couple of years, was 
teaching a class and had his  grinding wheel set up in the class-
room. He was using a diamond  sharpening stone that was very impressive.   This was an 8ó 
x 1.5ó 180 grit diamond embedded wheel made by Kingsley North  
www.kingsleynorth.com).   Jack was using was a 180 grit diamond wheel (model 1-1030 
that gave his tools and polished shine and the razor edge in a very few seconds. The down-
side of these wheels is that theyõre not cheap, about $150. However, in addition to the ex-
cellent tool service it provides, it never wears out. The wheel doesnõt rut or go out of 
round. The diamond grit needs to be cleaned occasionally, but the wheel is essentially inde-
structible. Another tool to think about, in case you run out of new ones. 

Itõs always fun to talk to woodturners,  they are the most interested and engaged of all the 
woodworkers. They always want to know how you do what you do and do they have to buy 
a new tool to do it. I think I talked a couple of them out of bad tool purchases, at least bad 
by my point of view. I did, at least get several back-to-back hours at the lathe to complete 
projects that I promised.  And since I was mostly talking about my finishes, I needed some-
thing to finish.   To make a great weekend even better, I got to have two very, very fine 
meals at a couple of very good restaurants.  

This month, we have the mini demonstrations  in the Chem West parking lot.   With any 
luck, summer might actually be here by then. Lloyd Johnson  and Jim Gentry  have agreed 
to demonstrate software and barley twist production, respectively. As to the rest of us, 
think about what you would like to see someone show you how to do.  We will at least 
three lathes available,  tools and wood.  I will have my thread chasing tools including the 
Baxter Jig I broke down and bought.  Itõs a very cool little machine than works great. These 
demonstrations are a great chance to gain insight into that technique youõve been wanting to 
try.  Donõt be shy, we love to show off. And in the interim, maybe answer some questions.   
If you want to stand around and socialize, thatõs fun too. 

There are other are things we need to think about. Itõs not too soon to think about elections 
for this year. Elections are normally held in November, a meeting I will not be able to at-
tend due to the wedding of my daughter. That means I wonõt be there to decline another 
term service, but it will be declined if itõs offered. That means someone else has to make the 
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decision to take over the office of president and vice president. Richard has done a great job in the vice president spot. Who-
ever the new offices are they will need assistance from the rest of the club.  

By November, we will, with luck be in the new facility in Sherwood high school. That means that this summer there will be 
work to be done not only building in and moving Northwest Woodturners, but also making the commitment to fill the slots in 
the woodworking program at the high school. Iõm currently thinking that we will need people willing to donate entire days or 
certainly half days.   As weõve learned from Joeõs  experience at Hillsboro high school, having a consistent source of expertise 
in the shop is essential. Our presence will of course be coordinated through the shop teacher but we all need to be thinking 
about what we can contribute to make this symbiosis work.  

We have lots to think about them get done in the next few months.  

 Mike 

JULY MINI  - DEMOS 

Jim Gentry has graciously offered to demonstrate his process to create these candlesticks.  Did you notice his 
pair of  Open Barley Twist candle sticks are twisting in opposite directions; one twisting to the  right and the 
other to the left.  More pictures of these magnificent candle sticks are on page 4 in the Show and Tell sec-
tion. 

Lloyd Johnson and Associates  

Lloyd's presentation will be 'Technology and the Woodturner'.  A portion of it will cover beginning and advanced topics using 
his Woodturner PRO suite of software.  Next, Lloyd will show how SketchUp can be used to model simple or complex wood-
turning projects.  Finally, Lloyd will show shop-built sleds and tools that you can build to make segmented sculptures.  These 
techniques can make projects that would appear to be very difficult into projects that can be made by any intermediate wood-
turner/woodworker. 

I've been asked to write up an article about my shop.  Why?  People like to see  how others set up their shop and might get an 
idea or two.  Mine has been in development since we moved here in 2005.  It was a new build and one of the biggest reasons 
we moved here was the shop that came with it.  Its 30x40 feet; but it shares with some other toys (truck and tractor).  It has a 
vaulted ceiling in the middle.  I believe that was for the automotive shop people.  When it was being built, I knew the six incan-
descent lights they were going to put in was not going to be enough.  The builder allowed me to buy my own lights and the 
electrician installed them.  It has 14 sets of 48"x4 florescent fixtures now.  What a 
deal.  And it's bright as day in there.  

It also has all the accommodations of a house including full bath, fridge (currently 
stocked with Girl scout cookies), microwave for drying wood or warming coffee, 
Internet, phone, and cable.  Heat is provided by a nice woodstove that puts out 
some good heat in the winter (Andy, you won't freeze in my shop).  The only thing 
missing here is a bed for when I'm in the "doghouse" for buying another tool.  

H ALLOWED HALLS é THE FIRST OF MANY  é  SCOTTõS SHOP 
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Scotts Shop continued 

The first winter was pretty cold as there was no insulation.  The first step 
was the walls.  That allowed me to get stuff hung up and add a few elec-
trical outlets and several drops from the ceiling.  The shop was really 
taking shape;  but I keep moving stuff around to find the right setup.  I 
don't think I've found it yet.  

After two winters of the heat going out the roof, I decided to drywall the 
ceiling.  Three issues that I was facing doing this alone.  1) eleven foot 
ceilings.  2) vaulted ceiling. 3) 14 massive lights to maneuver around.  It 
didn't take much to get me to hire this job out.  So everything moved to 
the house garage for almost three weeks, while the dry wall guys came in 
and did their amazing work without removing the lights.  A fresh coat of 
paint, and I was ready to move back in.  I should have done the floors 
with a coating (hindsight); but never found the right material, a quest 
that still remains a mystery. 

Now it's populated with a ton of tools (many I'm sure I don't need), and a stock pile of wood I'm too chicken to turn at times; but 
I'm still shifting things around every year fighting for the right layout.  Once I find the right layout, then I'll tackle the next two 
projects   1) Dust Vacuum  line runs.   2) air compressor lines. 

While I have a limited dust collection line to the lathe, I use a flex piece to get to the bigger machines.  Currently, I still have a 
dust problem, so every once in a while I sweep the piles of turning chips into a wheel barrow 
and then turn the shop vac into its leaf blower configuration, open up all the rollups.  With my 
air helmet on I blow everything clean.  Only once have I blown a drying vase onto the floor to 
make it a puzzle of pieces. That's my shop in its every changing 
configuration.  I'd love to see your shop in the newsletter, be-
cause I know I need more ideas. 

Scott Blackman 


